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Introduction 


The  postcards  displayed  in  this  book  are  from  the  collection  of  the  Rutland 
Historical  Society.  They  depict  various  sites  and  scenes  of  Rutland  in  the 
1900s. 

Rutland,  Massachusetts  was  founded  in  1713  and  incorporated  in  1 722.  It  is 
the  geographical  center  of  Massachusetts  and  at  1 250  feet  above  sea  level, 
Rutland  has  the  highest  town  center  between  the  Berkshires  and  Boston. 

The  early  settlers  carved  the  town  out  of  the  wilderness  and  were  farmers, 
store  keepers  and  operated  grist  and  textile  mills.  They  built  schools  and 
churches  and  established  businesses,  including  a grand  hotel  that  hosted 
summer  visitors.  Over  the  years,  the  town  has  been  the  setting  of  a Revolu- 
tionary War  Continental  Barracks,  a state  prison  camp,  the  first  state  operated 
sanatorium  in  the  country  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  a Veteran’s 
Administration  Hospital,  and  several  private  sanatoria. 

By  their  courage  and  industriousness,  the  settlers  of  Rutland  provided  the 
groundwork  for  the  town  that  we  enjoy  today.  These  postcards  provide  a view 
of  an  earlier  Rutland. 
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Town  Center 


Drive  to  Rutland 

Looking  west  from  Pound  Hill  which  is  at  Route  122A  and  Glenwood  Road,  you  see 
a dirt  road  and  an  interesting  fence  near  the  cemetery  on  the  right.  Also  on  the 
right  two  homes  are  visible  which  are  156  and  166  Main  Street.  Holbrook's  home, 
across  from  the  cemetery  is  also  in  sight.  It  was  razed  in  2009.  You  can  see  all  the 
way  to  the  center  and  the  Congregational  Church. 
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This  view  may  have  been  taken  from  the  roof  of  the  Muschopauge  House. 
It  shows  the  Spaulding  House  (site  of  the  present  Police  Station)  and  the 
Prospect  House  ( site  of  the  present  Fire  Station)  as  they  looked  in  1917. 

The  Spaulding  House  was  connected  by  a boardwalk  to  the  Muschopauge 
House  (which  later  became  the  Hotel  Bartlett).  Rutland  hotels  had  a 
booming  summer  business.  The  Prospect  House  became  a private  home 
with  apartments. 
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Mischopauge  House 
Correct  spelling  - Muschopauge  House 


Built  in  1883  on  the  historic  spot  of  the  old  tavern  and  present  Community  Hall  by 
Charles  R.  Bartlett  and  Lorenzo  Q.  Spaulding,  a business  man  from  Worcester.  The 
Hotel  was  sold  to  the  town  in  1929. 

An  extensive  addition,  made  in  1897,  accommodated  over  100  guests.  It  was  situ- 
ated in  the  center  of  the  town  and  commanded  one  of  the  finest  landscape  views. 
The  porch  extended  entirely  around  the  house  and  from  it  several  mountain  peaks 
75  and  85  miles  distant  could  be  seen.  The  comparatively  near  views  were  Monad- 
nock,  Holyoke  and  Tom.  Church  spires  from  14  town  centers  could  be  distinctly 
seen  from  the  observatory.  The  rooms  were  large,  well  furnished,  with  good  beds 
and  were  arranged  in  suites  for  large  or  small  parties. 

The  house  had  a perfect  drainage  system  and  was  supplied  with  pure  water,  elec- 
tric bells  and  telephones.  The  water  system  provided  excellent  fire  protection, 
there  being  three  fire  hydrants  within  300'  of  the  house.  A livery  stable  was  con- 
nected to  the  hotel.  A bowling  alley  and  pool  room,  croquet,  tennis,  music  room, 
dance  hall,  a nine-hole  golf  course  and  a children's  playground  were  also  attached. 
The  lawns  comprised  about  two  acres  in  area. 

The  kitchens  were  away  from  the  guest  rooms  so  that  no  unpleasant  odors  were 
experienced.  The  tables  were  supplied  with  the  best  the  market  afforded. 

A post  office,  stores  and  two  churches  (Congregational  and  Catholic)  were  within  a 
three  minute  walk  of  the  hotel.  Mail  arrived  twice  daily. 

The  Central  Massachusetts  railroad  station  was  within  one-half  mile  of  the  house, 
to  which  a free  carriage  was  driven  for  the  accommodation  of  the  guests.  Public 
conveyance  to  all  trains  was  provided,  with  four  trains  available  each  day.  Regular 
fare  was  $1.05  with  10  tickets  costing  $9.90. 
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Muschopauge  House  and  Soldier's  Monument 

Built  in  1883  on  the  historic  spot  of  the  old  tavern  and  present  Community  Hall  by 
Charles  R.  Bartlett  and  Lorenzo  Q.  Spaulding 


Soldiers  Monument  - 1908  postcard 

This  monument  of  Vermont  white 
marble  was  dedicated  in  1879. 

Twenty-two  Civil  War  Veterans  are 
listed  on  it.  In  1938  a hurricane  top- 
pled the  soldier  from  the  monument. 
Donations  from  townspeople  of 
$5,000  enabled  the  Rutland 
Historical  Society  to  replace  the 
soldier  now  made  of  Italian  carrara 
marble.  The  replica  was  dedicated 
May  30,  1983  and  stands  proudly  on 
the  common. 


1 1 


Main  Dining  Room  - Hotel  Bartlett  "State  of  the  Art  for  the  Times" 

The  dining  room  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  country.  The  ta- 
ble was  furnished  with  the  best  of  the  market  including  milk  and  cream  from  local 
Jersey  cows.  Fresh  berries  were  supplied  in  season  and  pure  spring  water  came 
from  Muschopauge  Lake  in  Rutland. 


Hotel  Bartlett,  K'.uland.  Mass. 


Former  Muschopauge  House  - name  later  changed  to  Hotel  Bartlett 

The  name  "Muschopauge",  at  the  time,  seemed  taboo,  since  "Muschopauge  Sta- 
tion" was  also  announced  as  "Sanatorium  Station".  Because  of  this,  the  name 
"Muschopauge  House"  was  changed  to  the  "Hotel  Bartlett",  named  for  the  proprie- 
tor, Charles  R.  Bartlett. 
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1 ili'U't'  Rmlitnil,  Mil.'  . 


Prospect  House 

Prospect  House  housed  overflow  visitors  from  Muschopauge  House. 
Spaulding  House  was  located  between  the  two. 
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Morris  Bungalow 
232  Main  Street 


Built  in  1916  by  Greta  Morris.  Hazel  Hanff  married  son  Lewis  Morris  in  1931.  After 
his  death,  she  married  Franklin  Wood  , a world  famous  etcher/artist.  His  etchings 
are  in  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  the  Congressional  Library  and  the  Smithsonian 
Institute.  He  died  in  1945.  At  her  death,  she  left  the  house  to  the  Town  of  Rutland. 


Interior  of  the  parlors  of  the  Wood  House 
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Home  of  Jack  Collins 


240A  Main  Street 

Located  behind  Prospect  House 

(present  Public  Safety  Building) 


Jack  Collins  was  the  Chief  of  Police  (1934-1971) 

Previous  owner  was  Nellie  Griffin  who  owned  and  operated  the 
old  general  store 


jjoij'T.c;  i>i  ui-r  r>,  3^, 


The  oldest  house  in  Rutland,  Massachusetts  was  the  Lydia  Reed  House. 
The  site  is  presently  the  Morris  Bungalow,  also  known  as  the  Franklin 
Wood  house,  present  location  of  tne  Rutland  Historical  Society. 


Home  of  George  and  Philena  Putnam 
237  Main  Street 

George  was  the  Town  Clerk  from  1863-1895.  Water  was  pumped  from  a lot  behind 
the  house  and  he  installed  a windmill  to  provide  water  to  this  house  and 
neighbors.  The  first  person  known  to  have  lived  here  was  Joseph  Blake  in  1722. 
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Town  Hall,  Congregational  Church  and  Hotel 

Both  scenes  of  the  Common  are  from  the  early  1900s.  One  shows  the  Red  Town 
Hall,  the  Congregational  Church,  and  the  Hotel.  The  other  shows  the  Methodist 
Church  on  the  right  as  well  as  275  Main  Street.  Notice  that  what  is  now  Route 
122A  is  a dirt  road. 
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Town  House  and  School  Building 

This  building  was  on  the  site  of  the  present  Public  Library.  It  was  built  and 
dedicated  in  1899  as  a Town  Hall  and  school  for  grades  one  through  twelve.  It  had 
six  classrooms,  the  public  library  and  rooms  for  public  meetings.  An  addition  was 
built  in  1910.  It  was  used  as  school  for  sixty  years  until  June  18,  1964  when 
Naquag  School  took  its  place  and  it  was  razed  in  1965. 
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Tovn  Hall.  naHand,  Masi. 


Community  Hall  and  Library,  Rutland,  Mann. 


’ii;? 


Community  Hall  and  Library 

The  Community  Hall  was  built  in  1939.  The  town  library  opened  there  on  April  22, 
1939  in  an  area  where  the  Town  Clerk's  office  is  now  located.  There  is  a dining  hall 
in  the  basement  as  well  as  small  offices  on  the  first  floor.  The  second  floor  once 
held  a large  meeting  hall  and  rest  rooms. 
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Congregational  Church 


-c'c*.  •••  -I*,  •^cuci’ln 


FJrit  Coa£ttfatlotuil  Church  Rutland  Maj«, 


These  postcards  show  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Rutland  built 
in  1850  with  rectangular  side  windows. 
It  was  placed  on  the  approximate  site 
selected  for  the  first  church  in  1720. 
Rev.  Joseph  Willard  was  called  to  be 
the  first  pastor  but  was  killed  in  an 
Indian  attack  in  1723.  The  carriage 
sheds  can  be  seen  behind  the  church. 
Rev.  Hezekiah  Goodrich,  Pastor, 
recommended  the  horse  sheds  to  be 
built  around  1800  so  that  church  goers 
would  have  a safe,  dry  place  for  their 
horses  while  at  church.  The  town  paid 
Benjamin  Putnam  to  build  17  of  them 
with  grand  specifications  such  as 
arches  shown  on  the  card.  The  remain- 
ing ones  were  burned  in  the  church  fire 
of  1926;  a fire  caused  by  paint  rags 
left  at  the  church. 
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CONC.nnCATlONAL  CHURCH.  ROTIAND.  MASS. 


The  current  church  with  arched  windows  was  dedicated  in  February  of  1929.  The 
bell  and  weathervane  from  the  1850  church  had  fallen  to  the  ground  during  the 
fire,  but  were  removed  from  the  scene  and  refurbished  and  the  bell  remains  in  the 
steeple  today.  The  clock  in  the  tower  is  still  maintained  and  owned  by  the  Town  of 
Rutland. 
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St.  Patrick's  Church 
(erroneously  marked  St.  Joseph's) 

The  early  Catholic  Church  was  built  in 
1844  by  the  Methodist  Society.  It  was 
eventually  abandoned  by  the  Methodists 
due  to  a lack  of  members  and  it  became 
a harness  and  boot  shop.  The  Rutland 
Catholic  Community  purchased  the 
building  and  it  was  dedicated  October  1, 
1882.  It  was  a Mission  Church  with 
priests  coming  from  Worcester  and  St. 
Mary's  in  Jefferson.  In  1938  it  became  a 
canonically  independent  parish  with  its 
own  priest.  The  building  was  sold  to  the 
town  and  eventually  razed. 


c,  . -i 


A new  Roman  Catholic  Church  was  built  next  to  the  Congregational  Church  to 
accommodate  an  increasing  number  of  parishioners  and  dedicated  March  17, 

1958.  Father  Alton  OToole  was  the  Pastor  who  saw  a need  for  expansion  and  that 
it  was  carried  out.  A steeple  was  added  to  St.  Patrick's  Church  in  the  1970's. 


$r.  Patricks  Church.  Kutland,  Ma.ss 
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Business  Section  Scene 


The  business  section  scene  from  Rutland  is  from  the  1950s.  The  keep  right  sign 
has  replaced  the  dummy  cop.  Erwin  Reed  ran  the  market  and  sold  meat  and  gro- 
ceries from  1954  to  1966.  John  Linnane  had  a soda  fountain  here  where  he  also 
sold  sundries.  The  next  home  down  Maple  Avenue  was  the  Clarence  Bigelow  home 
which  was  moved  from  north  of  the  Muschopauge  House  stables  to  its  current  lo- 
cation. The  last  store  on  the  right  was  the  Red  and  White  grocery  store  run  by 
Ernest  and  Mary  Bigelow  which  Rutland  Pharmacy  now  occupies. 


Ru.sincss  Section  Scene.  Rutland.  .Moss. 
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Post  Office  and  Store 


The  building  on  the  left  side  of  the  postcard  has  had  a business  on  that  site  since  the 
founding  of  Rutland.  Now  the  home  of  Rutland  Pizza,  it  was  often  a store  for  dry  goods  and 
groceries.  Clarence  Griffin  ran  the  store  for  many  years  with  his  wife  Nellie  who  took  over 
upon  his  death.  The  next  building  was  used  as  a Post  Office  in  the  1920s.  A dormer  has 
now  been  added  to  the  current  building  at  7 Maple  Avenue.  The  original  two-story  building 
was  a school  house  on  the  lower  common  and  was  moved  to  this  location  in  the  early 
1900s.  The  building  on  the  right  on  Maple  Avenue  was  the  home  of  Dr.  Chamberlain  who 
served  as  the  town  physician  for  forty  years  until  1928. 


Dave's  Canteen 

Dave  Hanff  bought  the  building  in  the  center  of  the  postcard  in  1928  and  ran  an  eatery  and 
a grocery  store  until  1953.  It  was  formally  the  home  of  Dr.  Chamberlain.  Note  the  dummy 
cop  in  the  center  of  the  street.  Originally  a policeman  would  stand  on  a pedestal  and  direct 
traffic  but  that  was  thought  to  be  too  dangerous  so  a light  was  installed  and  placed  on  the 
pedestal  to  alert  people  of  the  corner  and  to  keep  to  the  right. 


24 


Albright  Bungjhw,  Rutland  Masa. 


Albright  Bungalow 


21  Memorial  Drive 
Located  behind  Memorial  Field 


Kissack  Cottage 


47  Maple  Avenue 

This  lot  is  at  the  entrance  to  Village  Way. 
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Mirror  Lake  Rutland  Mass. 

This  lake  or  pond  of  many  names  is  located  behind  Pommogussett  Road.  It  is  also 
called  Moulton  Pond  where  the  Moultons  once  ran  a shoddy  mill.  It  was  used  for 
leisure  activities.  The  lake  is  also  called  Calkins  Pond  since  Henry  Calkins  ran  a 
saw  mill  and  ice  house  in  the  early  1900's. 
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Rufus  Putnam  House 
344  Main  Street 


The  Rufus  Putnam  house  was  built  circa  1765  by  Colonel  John  Murray.  Rufus 
Putnam  lived  in  the  house  from  1781-1788. 

Rufus  Putnam  was  a Revolutionary  War  general  who  left  from  Rutland  to  found 
Marietta,  Ohio  in  1788. 
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Celiir  Stairs^  Gfii.  Rufus  Pulaatn  House,  Rutland  Mass, 

COPVPlr.HT  1»10  BY  C.M.lrAVIYT 
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Ohio  Day:  September  14,1907 

A reenactment  depicting  Rufus  Putnam  leading  bands  of  settlers  to  open  the  Ohio 
Territory  in  1788.  Rutland  is  known  as  "The  Cradle  of  Ohio". 
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West  Rutland 


West  Rutland  was  a thriving  village  of  stores,  mills,  homes,  summer  camps,  a 
railroad  station,  and  a school.  When  Quabbin  Reservoir  was  constructed  in  the  1 930s, 
the  area  of  West  Rutland  was  considered  watershed  as  the  Ware  River  flows  through  it. 
All  the  buildings  were  removed  by  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission. 


HIRPS-KYK  VIKU  WKJiT  RUTt-AND  MA:<.s 


Aerial  view  of  West  Rutland,  MA  village  showing  the  Lakeville 
Woolen  Company  with  Long  Pond  in  the  background 
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The  causeway,  now  known  as  Fisherman’s  Road,  a shortcut  in 
West  Rutland  connecting  Routes  1 22  and  1 22A. 


C-nnp  Long  Pond,  West  Rutland  MaM. 


Long  Pond,  at  the  intersection  of  Routes  1 22  and  1 22A  in 
West  Rutland  MA,  was  surrounded  by  many  camps. 
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The  state  operated  Prison  Camp  was  established  in  1 903  to  house  and  rehabilitate 
prisoners.  It  was  a working  farm  with  vegetable  gardens,  livestock  and  fields. 

The  hospital  was  erected  in  1 907  to  treat  prisoners  with  tuberculosis  from  throughout 
the  state  prison  system.  The  camp  and  hospital  each  had  a capacity  of  about  1 00 
prisoners.  It  was  demolished  in  1 934  by  the  Metropolitan  District  Commission  as  it 
was  on  the  watershed  for  Quabbin  Reservoir  and  the  prisoners  were  moved  to  the 
Norfolk,  MA  prison. 


UM-IMT  \r. 


copYRmwT  iflo  07  e.M.LCAVrrr 

V >rr».  phinON  camp  ANn  iiospir.M..  we>t  mass. 


35 


H 'si'iTii,  wunu  rm^inN  cvmi’  n*>'"t'rrvi,  wkst  m ti.anji  mass 


Mmc  MmuUI  Cuip.  Railul.  'flu. 


36 


Phineas  Walker  Home 


The  Walker  Farm  was  included  in  the  900  acres  purchased  for  the  Prison  Camp.  Dur- 
ing construction  of  the  camp,  it  was  used  as  a kitchen  and  dining  room  for  the 
prisoners. 


Rear  view  of  the  Phineas  Walker  Home 
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Fay’s  Modern  Cabins  were  a combination  motel,  gas  station  and  convenience  store 
at  the  intersection  of  Pleasantdale  Road  and  Route  1 22  from  the  1 930’s  to  the 
1 970s.  It  was  owned  and  operated  by  Fay  and  Jessie  Oughtred. 


FAY'S.ESSO  SERVICE  - ROUTE  122  - RUTLAND,  MASS. 
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The  Continental  Barracks,  located  at  the  intersection  of  Charnock  Hill  Road  and 
Barrack  Hill  Road,  Rutland  MA,  was  constructed  in  1 778  to  house  British  and 
German  prisoners  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  They  remained  there  for  a few  years, 
then  were  moved  to  Virginia. 


V rti  . :| 


Rc.n*  J.  'll  •. 


This  reservation  of  sixteen  hundred  acres  belongs  to  the  Mohegan  Council  of  Boy 
Scouts.  This  beautiful  camp  lies  in  parts  of  four  towns:  Rutland,  Spencer,  Oakham, 
and  Paxton.  Thousands  of  Boy  Scouts  in  this  area  have  begun  their  camping  ex- 
perience at  Treasure  Valley. 
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Paul  Wheeler's  Old  Mill  Site,  Rutland,  Mass. 

Paul  Wheeler  who  was  born  in  1828  in  Rutland  operated  a saw  mill  on  the  same 
site  of  Rutland's  first  grist  mill  in  a part  of  Rutland  called  New  Boston.  Paul  would 
make  axe  and  hammer  handles  out  of  local  oak  and  hickory  trees.  This  site  is 
along  Charnock  Hill  Road. 


rail  tTNcrlrrS  011  *111  Sltr.  *li^ 
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North  Rutland 


During  the  early  1900s,  North  Rutland  was  a thriving  town  within  a town.  Besides 
the  general  store,  an  elementary  school,  several  saw  mills  and  a boarding  house, 
the  Moulton  Manufacturing  Company  founded  by  Albert  and  Warren  Moulton 
provided  many  jobs  for  the  Rutland  residents.  By  1928,  most  of  North  Rutland  was 
either  bought  outright  or  taken  by  eminent  domain  for  use  by  the  MDC 
(Metropolitan  District  Commission)  as  a water  producing  area  for  Quabbin 
Reservoir. 
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Moulton  Manufacturing  Company 
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Sanatoria  and  Hospitals 


Private  Sanatoria 

The  Rutland  State  Sanatorium  was  the  first  state  institution  in  the  United  States  for 
tuberculosis  patients.  It  was  built  in  1 898  and  shortly  thereafter  there  was  a waiting 
list  for  patients  to  enter.  Many  of  the  Rutland  homeowners  took  the  opportunity  to 
open  their  homes  for  the  tubercular  patients  to  be  cared  for  while  awaiting  admission 
to  the  State  Sanatorium.  This  continued  until  1 905  when  the  Board  of  Health  passed 
regulations  to  prevent  the  use  of  such  homes  as  private  sanatoria.  Many  of  the  own- 
ers had  become  ill  with  tuberculosis  while  caring  for  the  patients. 
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Wachusett  Cottage 
61  Central  Tree  Road 

After  being  occupied  as  a Sanatorium  it  became  an  apartment  house  known  as  the 
Clark  House,  later  demolished 


Located  to  the  rear  of  Wachusett  Cottage 
Central  Tree  Road,  Muschopauge  in  the  background 


*^1  k 'tii  I II-  ' 'SltlU  . ‘ 

RUTLAND.  MASS 
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Central  Elm  House 


Formally  owned  by  Owen  McCann 
Demolished  to  make  way  for  condominiums 


Highland  View  House 
76  Pommogussett  Road 

Pond  is  presently  called  Calkins  Pond 
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Maple  Lodge  Sanatorium 
1 08  Maple  Avenue 


Note  upper  stories  show  the  beds  protruding  from  the  windows.  It  was  believed  the 
fresh  air  was  beneficial  for  the  patients. 
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Crane  Sanatorium 

87  Maple  Avenue  (next  to  Highland  Park) 

Owned  by  Dr.  Bayard  Crane,  a local  physician  who  sold  the  land  for  the  VA  Hospital 
and  later  started  Central  New  England  Sanatorium  (CNES)  on  Miles  Road 


The  Crane  Sanatarium,  Rutland  Mass. 


Central  New  England  Sanatorium 
Miles  Road 

Originally  owned  by  Dr.  Bayard  Crane  and  was  also  the  site  of  the  Rutland  Training 
Center.  Presently  owned  by  Devereux  School  (opened  in  1 965)  treating  children  with 
special  emotional  and  behavioral  needs 
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IEW1S}C  SANATORtUM.  KUTt.AKD.  MASS. 


Jewish  Sanatorium 

The  Jewish  Sanatorium  was  located  at  the  entrance  to  Naquag  School  and  the  build- 
ings removed  in  1 964  to  make  way  for  the  school 


A.F.  Brown  Sanatorium 
3 Ridge  Road 
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State  Sanatorium  Administration  Building 


STATE  SAKATOaiUM,  RUTLAND,  MASS. 


The  State  Sanatorium  was  built  on  Muschopauge  Hill  on  Central  Tree  Road  and  the 
first  patient  was  admitted  on  October  3,  1 899.  At  the  time  the  Sanatorium  was  called 
Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Consumption  and  Tubercular  patients.  The  name  was 
changed  in  1 900  to  Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  at  Rutland  and  in  1910  became 
Rutland  State  Sanatorium. 

At  an  elevation  of  1 250  feet  above  sea  level  Rutland  was  chosen  since  the  treatment 
of  TB  at  the  time  was  fresh  air,  rest  and  nutritious  food.  Medication  to  treat  TB  was 
not  introduced  until  the  1940’s. 

The  last  TB  patient  was  discharged  on  February  26,  1 963.  A total  of  25,381  patients 
were  treated  over  its  sixty-five  years  as  a TB  hospital.  After  this  the  hospital  was  con- 
verted to  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases  and  the  name  was  changed  to  Rutland 
Hospital.  After  two  years  it  became  evident  that  the  buildings  were  deteriorating  and 
needed  extensive  repairs  and  the  State  decided  to  close  the  buildings  permanently. 

At  the  same  time  the  Veterans’  Administration  was  closing  so  the  Federal  government 
transferred  ownership  of  its  facility  on  Maple  Avenue  to  the  State. 

In  1 965  the  Rutland  Hospital  moved  to  the  recently  closed  VA  facility  and  became 
known  as  Rutland  Heights  Hospital.  It  continued  to  function  until  1991  when  it  was 
closed  by  the  State. 
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Both  of  these  cards  show  the  road  to  the  State  Sanatorium  around  1 91  0 
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View  of  Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  from  Central  Tree  Road  in  1 907 


•,,.1  %!  rf>p  '-n:. ji,u  rivus,  Rutland, 


Bird’s  eye  view  of  Massachusetts.  State  Sanatorium  on  over  200  acres  off  Central  Tree 
Road  some  time  before  1910 


ei:  ■">.  <»\'»  ■ M.:  --Ulc  SanDorium.  R'lHand, 
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Main  Hall  in  the  Administration  Building 


Ward  L was  one  of  the  many  buildings  at  the  State  Sanatorium.  All  were  built  with 
many  windows  and  large  porches  so  patients  could  get  plenty  of  fresh  air  all  year 
round. 
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Naquag  Camp 


The  Naquag  Camp  was  one  of  several  camps  built  by  the  State  overlooking  Muscho- 
pauge  Pond.  They  were  used  year  round  by  the  patients  who  would  spend  all  day  at 
these  camps,  even  in  the  winter.  Fur  coats  were  given  to  the  patients  or  they  could 
rent  them.  This  picture  was  taken  around  1 903. 


View  from  the  area  where  the  camps  were  located. 


Wachusctt  Mountain  from  Mass.  State  Sanatorium,  Kutland,  Mass. 
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Men’s  camp 


. •«  c'.  ,» »<  i*. 


In  1910  the  State  Sanatorium  started  its  own  Fire  Brigade.  The  brigade  members  were 
patients  who  recovered  sufficiently  enough  from  TB  to  participate.  This  card  was 
copyrighted  in  1 91  0. 


FIIIF  nniG.\t>E  .yvb!*  state  HA-TATOUIHU  BL’TL.AXIi.  U.A&t. 


54 


Rutland  State  Sanatorium  had  baseball  teams  as  early  as  1 901 . The  teams  were  made 
up  of  patients  who  were  well  enough  for  some  physical  activities.  In  1915  they  won 
1 3 games. 


Dairy  at  Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  in  1 909 

The  Sanatorium  produced  most  of  its  own  vegetables  and  had  an  active  dairy  farm  for 
all  its  dairy  needs.  Fresh  nutritious  food  was  one  of  the  primary  treatments  for  TB  at 
the  time. 
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The  Veterans’  Administration  Hospital  was  built  in  1 922  on  86  acres  of  land  on  Maple 
Avenue.  It  was  built  to  treat  veterans  of  the  Spanish  War  and  World  War  I who  had 
tuberculosis.  The  first  patient  was  admitted  in  1 923.  The  hospital  had  a capacity  of 
467  beds.  In  1 936  the  hospital  was  converted  to  a general  medical  and  surgical 
facility  with  half  of  the  beds  retained  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis.  The  hospital 
was  closed  by  the  Veterans  Administration  (VA)  in  June  of  1 965 


U.  S.  veifcRANS  HOSPITAL  aUTLAND  HEKSHTS.  MASS. 
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Memorial  Park.  U.  S.  Veterans'  Hospital,  Rutland  Heights,  Mass. 


Memorial  Park  was  dedicated  to  veterans  and  was  the  site  of  Memorial  Day  and 
Veterans’  Day  ceremonies. 

The  monument  is  now  located  in  the  garden  behind  the  Rutland  Historical  Society. 


VETERANS  HOSPITAL.  RUTtAND,  MASS. 


Front  view  showing  the  administration  buildings  and  two 
patient  care  wings 
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Nurses'  Quarters,  U.  S.  Veterans’  Hospital,  Rutland  Heights,  Mass. 


Front  view  of  the  nurses’  quarters. 

A separate  building  housed  the  men’s  quarters.  Many  employees  lived  there 
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Transportation  and 
Water  Supply 


Muschopauge  Railroad  Station  was  located  near  Wachusett  Street  and  Route  68.  It 
was  one  of  three  stations  with  the  others  being  located  in  West  Rutland  and  on  Depot 
Road  near  the  center  village. 
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Charnock  Cut 

(erroneously  marked  Shannock) 

These  postcards  show  the  railroad  tracks  going  underneath  Charnock  Hill  Road  in 
West  Rutland.  In  winter  the  ice  had  to  be  cut  from  the  walls  of  the  tunnel  to  permit 
the  passing  of  the  train. 
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Charnock  Cut 


The  Village  Express 

Wagons  drawn  by  either  horses  or  oxen  were  used  by  enterprising  farmers  to  trans- 
port goods  from  house  to  house  as  well  as  from  the  train  station. 
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Rural  Route 


Mark  Putnam  was  one  of  the  first  mail  carriers  when  rural  mail  delivery  first  started  on 
June  1 , 1 904.  The  route  would  begin  at  the  Post  Office,  located  in  Henry  Converse’s 
store,  continue  for  23  miles  in  Rutland  and  then  through  a small  portion  of  Holden. 

He  needed  to  carry  an  axe  to  remove  branches  in  the  winter  from  his  horse-drawn 
sleigh,  which  had  replaced  the  wagon  wheels.  At  Christmas  time  another  wagon  was 
added  to  carry  mail  to  the  Rutland  Sanatorium.  Townspeople  maintained  both  their 
own  mailboxes  as  well  as  the  road  for  the  mail  delivery. 
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Muschopauge  Pond 


Muschopauge  Pond,  Rutland,  Mass. 


The  pond  and  the  land  around  it  was  acquired  on  December  2,  1 895  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  the  Town  of  Rutland  with  water.  The  work  on  the  pipe  lines  began  De- 
cember 30,  1 895  and  the  water  was  turned  on,  three  months  ahead  of  schedule,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1 896.  The  work  for  the  entire  project  was  done  by  Knowles  Steam  Pump 
Works  of  Warren  with  Cunningham  Iron  Company  of  Boston  building  the  water  tower. 
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Water  Tower 


The  tower  is  20’  in  diameter  and  90.2’  high  with  a stone  foundation  laid  in 
cement  2 Yz'  deep.  The  bottom  of  the  tower  is  1 ,261 .6’,  while  the  top  is  1 ,351 .8’  and 
the  handrail  on  top  is  1 ,353.4’  above  sea  level.  It  is  made  of  first  class  American 
refined  iron  and  work  began  July  3,  1 896. 
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Pump  House 
Muschopauge  Road 


Designed  by  architect  F.  R.  Bartlett  and  built  by  Knowles  Duplex  Compound  Conde- 
scending Pump.  It  was  28’  x 42’  in  size  and  made  of  field  stone  laid  in  cement  with  a 
black  slate  roof.  It  had  a brick  chimney  62  Vz  high  with  a circular  flue  22”  in  diame- 
ter. It  pumped  350  gallons  a minute  with  a capacity  of  1 ,000,000  gallons  a day.  The 
pipe  was  manufactured  by  Warren  Foundry  Company.  An  8’  branch  pipe,  860’  long 
was  laid  to  the  new  State  Hospital  with  all  the  work  done  by  the  State.  The  greatest 
pressure  is  near  Rural  Cemetery,  270’  below  the  top  of  the  tower. 
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Miscellany 

Wachusett  from  Rutland 


Vv^auc^usett  prom  l^ulland 


Rutland  Mass  - Road  to  Barre  - Winter 
Route  122  - Barre-Paxton  Road 
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Picture  of  Loughman's  Blacksmith  Shop 
331  Main  Street,  Rutland 

Now  the  site  of  Holiday  Acres 


Landscape  Pennant 
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Central  Tree 


The  location  of  the  Central  Tree  is  the 
exact  geographical  center  of 
Massachusetts.  It  was  cut  down  in 
1966  due  to  Dutch  Elm  disease  and 
has  since  been  replaced  with  a Red 
Maple. 
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Massachusetts  Central  Elm,  Rutland,  Mass. 

Cor  yi'ishi,  lOll,  liy  E.  il.  Ltjvitl. 

Freak  Tree  Near  Stand  Pipe  on  Wheeler  Road  by  Sanatorium 
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James  Ward,  who  operated  Ward's  Limousine  Service,  is  seen  in  a vintage  vehicle. 
The  Old  Fire  Station  and  old  Burial  Ground  are  seen  in  the  background 


Tombstone  located  in  the 
Old  Burial  Ground 

"Daniel  Campbell,  a Scotsman 
murdered  by  Ed.  Fitzpatrick, 
an  Irishman". 

The  burial  ground  was  laid  out  in 
1715  and  was  used  until  1842. 
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Picture  of  the  June  9,  1953  Tornado 
Passing  through  Holden,  Massachusetts 
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